Viewpoints: Wednesday Journal

For many weeks, the Wednesday Journal of Oak Park -River Forest has devoted op eds, editorials, and many articles regarding Park National Bank and its owner’s philanthropy. Certainly, the bank and its Oak Park branch was a great loss to the community, but we did not lose the only community bank in Oak Park and surrounding villages.

There are several community banks that differentiate themselves from the big, complex, and regional banks, like Chase and U.S. Bancorp. Banks like:

· Forest Park National Bank; 

· Metropolitan Bank and Trust, Oak Park;
·  Community Bank Oak Park River Forest;
· Austin Bank of Chicago (ABC Bank);
· AztecAmerica Bank, Berwyn;
· Covenant Bank, Forest Park;
· First Security Trust & Savings, Elmwood Park; and
· First Suburban National Bank, Maywood

are “Real Community” local, traditional banks that serve our various villages by lending to local businesses and individuals and by supporting our local economies. 
Life for our villages will go on. Community banks throughout the state will continue to support their locally owned businesses. Let’s support them by doing our own banking business with them — a sure way to keep them here. When they prosper, we prosper.

The Community Bankers Association of Illinois has been advocating on behalf of the state’s community banks for over 30 years. Despite the current market turmoil, most community banks are in solid shape: They have plenty of liquidity, sensible underwriting standards and are ready to lend. They did not create the banking crisis but are the solution to a stronger financial system.  Our community banks are safe, sound and secure. Why not meet your local banker and find a new home for your money?
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